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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen Informational Session 
Meeting of March 30, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
An informational session of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday March 30, 2021 at 6:30pm. Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place 
virtually on Zoom. 
 
With the resignation of two selectmen on January 19, 2021, the Board has a solitary selectman and no quorum as of this date. 
Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand 
viewing at hwcam.org. All participants wishing to speak during Public Comments must indicate so in the Zoom meeting chat.   
The Selectmen serve as the chief executive body of the Town. The board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals and policies, preparing the town report, the annual 
budget, and presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm in Town Hall.  The BOS meetings are posted on the Town calendar. The Town has a three-member Board of 
Selectmen elected for three-year terms with one seat up for election each year. The Selectmen have a representative on the 
Veterans Committee, Iron Rail Commission, and Affordable Housing Trust.  Mr. Cheeseman is BOS representative on the 
Audit Committee.  Selectmen: Gary Cheeseman (2023) Open Seat (2021); Open Seat (2022) 
 
At 6:30 pm Mr. Cheeseman welcomed everyone to the Selectman informational session. 
Present: Selectman Gary Cheeseman, Chair; Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of 
Administrative Services; Nicci Roebuck Executive Assistant Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
• Public Input- Public input is limited to a total of 10 minutes.  Each resident will be allowed 2 minutes which will allow for five total residents 

to speak.  There was none.  
 
Announcements – Additional information is available on the Town’s web site Wenhamma.gov 
• The Town has reduced the number of printed copies of the Annual Town Report as a cost saving and waste reduction 

measure for this fiscal year.  Residents wanting a hard copy should place their order by April 12 at wenhamma.gov/town 
report.  The Town Report and Annual Town Meeting Warrant will be available on line in mid-April and delivered by USPS 
to households by April 24. 

• Casella Trash has requested that residents leave 3 feet between all bins at the curb so the new mechanical arm truck has 
enough space to deploy; this will allow for a more efficient collection. 

• Wenham Pines affordable housing lottery for 2 units at 55+ community (young household members welcome including 
children). The application process is open and applications are due April 15 for the April 20 lottery (via Zoom). 
There is a 2-bedroom unit listed at $130,000 and a 3-bedroom unit listed at $150,000.  

• 2B Stockwell Lane affordable rental housing lottery.  This is a 2-bedroom unit for rent at $1840 month.  Applications are 
due by April 15 for the April 21 lottery (via Zoom).   

 
Reports  
• Town Administrator – Tom Younger, Interim  

o Mr. Younger reviewed his meeting schedule.  
o Update on the Library Roof Project- After review of the warranties by the company, the roof has been determined to 

be out of date and it is very unlikely there will be any rebates back to the town. 
o The town placed an application with Congressman Moulton’s office for a one-ton dump truck for the Department of 

Public Works under the Community Project Funding Request for Fy22 for the upcoming appropriations budget.   
o The Town is narrowing the group of candidates for the Conservation Coordinator. The first round of interviews is 

complete and the second round of interviews will be scheduled in the next couple of weeks.  
o There is a job vacancy for a laborer/driver position in the DPW.  Details are on the town’s website. 
o The Water Department will begin hydrant flushing in April.  Notices will be posted. 

 
• COVID-19 Update: Maribeth Ting, Public Health Nurse reported there are 11 new COVID positive cases in Wenham since 

last week.  Ms. Ting noted that the variants in Massachusetts have been widespread and are now community spread 
including the B117 variant from UK, the P1 variant from Brazil and even the variant from South Africa.   The COVID 
virus is spreading in all age groupings including children, with the bulk of infection in the late teens to early 40s.  Ms. Ting 
stressed the importance to continue wearing a mask and to get vaccinated when possible.    
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• Chairman – Gary Cheeseman  

o Board & Committee Openings that remain open:  
Cemetery Commission, Conservation Commission, Council on Aging, HW Community Access & Media; HW Cultural Council, 
Historic Commission, Iron Rail Commission, Open Space & Recreation Committee, and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Anyone interested in serving should submit an Appointment Request Google Form on the town’s website or send an email o 
the Board of Selectmen through the Town Administrator’s office.  
 

o The Special Town Election is April 8. Election Day at Town Hall will be 7am – 8pm. 
April 2 is the Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot for the Special Election 
 
o    Open Seats for the Special Election:  

▪  Board of Selectman - 1 position, 1 year term  
▪  Town Clerk - 1 position, 2 year term  

 
o Annual Town Meeting will be Saturday, May 1 at 1pm, in Pingree Park, 211 Main Street, under the tent 
o Annual Town Election May 6 Election Day at Town Hall, 7am – 8pm  
o April 9 Last Day to Register to Vote at Town Meeting & the Annual Election  
o April 30 Last Day to Request Absentee Ballot 

 
      o Open Seats for the Annual Election:  

▪  Board of Assessors - 1 position, 3 year term  
▪  Board of Health - 1 position, 3 year term  
▪  Board of Selectmen - 1 position, 3 year term  
▪  Moderator - 1 position, 3 year term  

▪  Planning Board - 1 position, 5 year term  
▪  Water Commission - 1 position, 3 year term  
▪  Wenham Housing Authority - 2 positions, 5 yr. & 3 yr. term  

▪  Hamilton Wenham Library Trustees - 2 positions at large, 3 year terms  
▪  Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee - 2 positions, 3 year terms  

 
Wilma McDonald, Acting Town Clerk was present and gave a brief update on the upcoming Elections. Ms. McDonald 
introduced herself as a retired town clerk assisting the town through the Special Elections. She reported the voting machines 
have been tested and the town is in good shape, crediting Terry von Stat for her work to get the Special Election ready.  
Currently about 100 absentee ballots have been sent out, and they are hoping for a busy day at the polls and encouraged 
residents to vote in the special election on April 8.   
The Town Clerk’s office is open Monday – Friday from 9am to 4:30pm. 
  
• Department Update: Water Department 
Water Superintendent Erik Mansfield and Water Commissioner Ernest Ashely, Chair were present.  
The current board members: Ernest Ashley, Chair; Marc Liphardt, Diane Dixon 
Staff: Water Superintendent, Primary Operator, Part-time Administrative Assistant 
 
Mr. Mansfield referenced a PowerPoint presentation and gave an overview of the Water Department and started with the  
Mission Statement: “The mission of the Water Department is to provide safe, clean drinking water that meets or exceeds 
government standards, water for fire protection, and good customer service in a cost-effective manner.” 
The charge of the Water Commission comes from M.G.L. Chapter 41 section 69 B and has exclusive control of the Water 
Department and water system including regulating water usage, water rates, and operating expenses. The Commission addresses 
citizen issues, executes bills and payroll, assess water use, imposes water restrictions, evaluates contaminant sources and 
treatment, implements MassDEP Directives, and provides the annual performance review for Superintendent. 
 
Mr. Mansfield noted that Wenham Lake is the water supply for the Beverly Salem Water Board and does not supply Wenham 
with water.  Wenham’s water source is from two gravel packed wells, approximately 60-80 feet deep off Pleasant Street. The 
wells draw from the Great Wenham Swamp (backwaters of the Ipswich River).  Wenham has 1,218 users, 221 Fire Hydrants, a 
750,000 gallon storage tank on Lords Hill, a 600,000 gallon storage tank at the Iron Rail, and 29.5 miles of water main. 
 
Water quality is tested daily, bacteria testing is done monthly and testing for contaminants is done quarterly. Chloride and 
fluoride are added to the water.  Testing is now being done on Per and Polyfluoroalkyl substances.  This is a chemical used for 
nonstick, stain resistant, waterproofing coatings.  The amount may not exceed 20 parts per trillion; Wenham’s water tested at 
16.7 parts per trillion.  
The Water budget is funded 100% by water revenue and does not use any tax money. 
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Mr. Ashley mentioned that there is sufficient water for drinking but using water for irrigation in the summer stresses the water 
resources. There will be mandatory water bans when the Ipswich River reaches low levels. 
 
The Water Department was approved funding to update the reporting software.  The bid opening is April 1. Mr. Mansfield 
stated there was a good response.  
 
Other Business 
Mr. Cheeseman announced that the Board of Health has authorized the reopening of Town Hall with limited hours: 
Monday & Wednesday from 9 am to 12 pm and Tuesday & Thursdays from 1pm to 4 pm.  The Town Hall will remain closed 
on Fridays.  
Residents were encouraged to make an appointment with the office they are visiting.   One way in and out of Town Hall 
remains in place and face coverings must be worn. 
 
The next Selectman’s Informational Session is April 6. 
 
The meeting ended at 7:10pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley 
3.31.21 
 


